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“The messenger with a great deal "of ignominy and turned him
out of their bounds without any answer at all.” (Hasting's MSS.
Vol. 29, 209)
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“That unless upon receipt of that order he (Mr. Drake) did not
immediately begin and pull down those fortifications, he would
come down himself and throw him in the river.”— (Hasting's
MSS—Vol. 29, 200)
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“That the Nabab been misinfomed by those who had represented

to him that the Engli‘sh were building a wall round the town, that

they had no ditch since the invasion of the Marattas (m) at
which time such a work was executed at the request of the Indian
inhabitants and with the knowledge and approbation of Alivardy;
that in the late war between England and France, the French had
attacked and taken the town of Madras, contrary to the neutrality,
which it was expected would have been preserved in the Mogal's
dominions and that they are being at present great apprehension
of another war between the two nations, the English were under
apprehensions that the French would act, in the same manner in
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Bengal, to prevent which, they were repairing their line of guns on

the bank of the river.” (Orme-ii, 50-59).
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“The troops in garison consisted, by the ;master rolls laid before
us about the 6th or 8th of June, of 145 in battalion and 45 of the
trained officers included, in both only 60 Europeans.” (Hollwell's
India Tracts, p. 302) 1
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“But that the hard. treatment I met with, may truely be attributed
in a great measure to Omichand's suggestion .and- fusinuations. I
am well assured from the whole of his subsequent conduct and
this further confirmed me m the three gentlemen selected to be
my comparions, againsi each of whom he *had” conceived
particular resentment and you know. Omichand can never
forgive.”(Holwel’s Letter) '
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No Satisfaction was obtained for the atrocities of the Black Hole

and the absence of any provision for this purpose is the greatest

scandal attached to the treaty. For this, no sufficient apology can

be found. Peace was desirable, but even peace is bought too dearly

when the ‘sacrifice of national honour is the price. (Thornton's

History of the British Empire—Vol. i. P. 213-215.)
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- The Admiral Watson, Commander: of the King's invincible: ShIpS

--and- himself, a soldier whose conquest it Deccan .might have
reached his cars, were come to revenge. the irjuries he had done. to
_the English company and it would better become time to show his
love of justice, by making them ampIe satlsfaction for. all their
losses than expose his country fo be the seat of war (Scrafton)
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That from his great reputation for justice and falthful observance
“his word, he had been induced to make’ peace W1th h1m and to pass
over the loss of many crores of rupees sustained by the Engllsh in
+ the capture of Calcutta and to rest content with Whatever he; in his
justice and generosity should restore to them; €tcete. (Scrafton)
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“Some of Serajud-Dowla’s letters tothe: French hé’ving fallen into
my hands. I enclose a translation of theni Just to-show" you the
_necessity ' we were reduced to of. attempting -his- Gvet;thmw £GHve's
letter to Court—August 6. 1757) ., S
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Necessity and a just resentment for. &w mosn eruelr«m;unes obllgcd

- us.to enter into a plan to deprive Sirajdowla. of his-government.
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- The barbarities practised on the English and the horrible death of

123 of them in the Black Hole, called for Vengeance (The Great

battles of the British Army—p. 162.)
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To
THE MEMORY

OF

Edw, Eyre, Wm, Baillie, Esqrs, The Revd, Fervas Bellamy, Messrs,
Jenks, Pevely, Law, Coales, Nalicourt, Jebb, Torriano, E. page, S.
page Grub, Street, Harod, P. Johnstone, Bellard, N. Drake, Carse
Krapton, Gosling, Don, Dalrymple, Captains Clayton, Buchanan,
Wilherington, Lieutnants Bishop, Hays, Blagg Supson, J. Bellamy,
Eusings, Peaecard, Scott, Hastings, C. Wedderburu, Dumbleton,
Sea-captains Hunt, Osburu, Purnell, Messrs, Carey, Leech,
Stevension, Gay, Porter, Parver, Caulker, Bendall Atkinson, who
with Sundray other inhabitants, Military and Militia to the number
of 123 persons were by the Tyranic violence of Seraj-Ud Dowla,
Suba of Bengal suffocated in the Black Hole prison of Fort
William in the Night of the 20th day of June 1756 and
promiseuously thrown the succeeding morning into the Ditch of
the Ravelin of this place.

This
Monument is erected
by
Their surviving fellow sufferer
J. Z. HOLWEIL
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This Horrid Act of Violence
was an amply
as deservedly revenged
On Siraju’ D-Dowla.
by his Majesty's Arms,
Under the conduct of
Vice Admiral Watson dnd Colonel Clive.
Anno, 1757.
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As to the Black Hole tragedy, the unburied site which is the
subject of so much fuss in our day,— I have a very doubtful faith
in its ‘account. Holwell, one of the fellow sufferers was the first to
publish-it to the world. But [ have always questioned it‘to myself,
how could 146 beings be squezed into a room 18 feet square even
if it were possible to closely pack them like the seeds within a
pomegranate or like the bags in a ship’s hold made into one mass
by packets, shoved in here and there into the interestices?
Geometry contradicting Arithmetic gives a lie to the story. It is
little better than a bogey against which was raised an uproar of
pity. (Calcutta University Magazine) ’
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The troops in garrison consisted by the musterrolls laid before us

about the 6th or 8th of June, of 145 in battalion and 45 of the

trained officers included in both only 60 Europeans.
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The doors were opened and behold, they were all dead.

Unconsciously the tragedy of ‘Holwell's Black-Hole had been

re-enacted. Forty five bodies — dead from fright, exhaustion,
fatigue, heal and partial suffocation — were drugged into light.

(The Craisis in the Punjab—p. 162) ,
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2% | (Calcutta Review— April, 1892)
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The English having surrendered their arms, the Nawab's troops

" refrained bloodshed. -
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But the probability is, that the Subahdar had himself made or

sanctioned the selection of the Black-Hole as the place of

confinement, for when the miserable prisoners besought that they ‘
might be relieved by the removal of part of their number to some
other place, their prayer was unavailing. because it could not be
granted without the express orders of the Subahdar, whose sleep
no one dared to disturb for so trivial a purpose as the preservation
from death of nearly one hundred and fifty human beings.

[History of the British Empire—Vol. i. 197]
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What had they to do with a Black-Holeé? Had no Black-Hole
existed (as none ought to exist anywhere, least of all in the sultry
and unwholesome climate of Bengal) those who perished in the
Black.-Hole of Calcutta would have experienced a different fate.
(History of British India—Vol. ii. 149 noli.)
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Records of the Government of India — Vol i. )
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In justice to the memory of the Nabab Meer Jaffier, we think it

incumbent on us to acquaint you that the horrible massacres

wherewith he is charged by Mr. Holwell in his address to the

- Proprietors of East India Stock (page 49) are cruel aspersions on
the character of that prince, which have not the‘ least. foundations
in truth. (Letter to Court— 30th September, 1776 supplement,)
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The Nawab, on his return to Hughly, made inquiry for us when he

released Messrs. Watts and Colett & C., with the intention to

release us also; he had expressed some resentment for having so

hastily sent us up to Murshidabad. This proved a ‘very pleasing

piece of intelligence to us. (28 February, 1757)
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Two or three days before his departure, he pubhshed leave to such
as had escaped the dungeon to return to their houses in the town,
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where they were supplied with provisions by Omichand, whose
intercession had probably procured their return. (Orme —Vol
11. 80)
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He ordered a Suttaburder and Chopdar immediately to see our
irons cut off and to conduct us wherever we chose to-go. and to
take care that we received no trouble nor insult. (Holwell's letter to
William Davis Esq,—28 February, 1757)
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23 Jaguary, 1757
You write me, that ine. Kug, your master, sent you into-India. to
protect the Company's settlements, trades, rights and privileges;
‘the intant I received this letter, I sent youananswerlbut it appears
to me that my reply never reached you, for which reason I write
again.
I must inform you, that Roger Drake, the Company's chief in
Bengal, acted contrary to the orders I sent him and encroached
upon any authority ; he gave protection to the King's subjects who
absented themselves from the inspection of the Durbar, which
practice I did forbid, but to no purpose. On this account. I was
determined to punish him and accordingly expelled him from my
country ; but it was my inclination to have given the English
Company permission to have carried on their trade as formerly,
had another chief been sent here; for the good therefore of these
provinces and the inhabitants, I send you this letter and if you are
inclined to re-establish the Company, only appoint a chief and
you may depend upon my giving currency to their commerce
upon the same terms as heretofore enjoyed. If the English behave
themselves like merchants and follow my orders, they may rest
assured of my favour, protection and assistance."” (Ive's Journal)
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You told me in your letter, that:the reasan=or:your expeHing the
English out of their countrigs. was the. ad behgvivur of Mz. Drake,
the Company's chief in Bengal,, But bcsx.des thgt Prmcc§ and
Rulers of States, not seemg w1th thelr own eyes, nor hearmg with
‘their own ears, are often’ mlsmformed and the tru \ }s) kept from
them by the arts of Cafty and ‘wicked men was it becommg ‘the

justice of a Prince to punish all for vne man's sakéFOF to ruin and
destroy so many innocent people as had no way-offended; but
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who relying on our Royal Phirmund, expection and ‘protection
security both to their property and lives, instead of oppression and
murder, which they unhappily found? Are these actions becoming
the justice of a. Prince? Nobody will say they are. They can only
then have been caused by men, who have nusrepresented thing to
you through malice or for their own private ends for great Princes
delight in acts of justice and in shewrng mercy.

) If therefore you are desirous of merrtlng the fame of a great
Prince and lover of justice, shaw your abhorrence of these
proceeding, by punishing those evil counsellors who advised

- them; cause satisfaction to be mad to the Company and to all
others who have been deprived of their property and by these acts
turn off the edge of the sword which is;ready to fall on the heads
of your subjects. :

If you have any cause of complamt agarnst Mr Drake, as it is
but just that the master alone should have a power over his servant,
‘send your complaints to the company and I will answer for it they
will give you satisfaction. * :

Although T am a soldier as well as you, I had rather received
satisfaction from your own inclination to do justice, than be
obliged to force it from you by the distress of your innocent
subjects. (Ive's Journal)
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~ You have taken and plundered Hughly and made war upon
my subjects ; these are not acts 'becoming merchants'! 1 have
therefore, left Murshidabad and am arrived near Hughly; I am
likewise crossing the river with my army, part of which is
advanced towards your camp. Nevertheless, if you have a mind to
have the Company's business settled upon its ancient footing and
to give a currency to their trade, send a person .of consequence to
me who can make your demands and treat with me upon this
affair. I shall not scruple to gragt,_é Perwanah for the restitution of
all the Company's factories and permit them to trade in my
country upon the same terms as formerly. If the English, who are
settled in this Provinces, will behave like merchants, obey my
orders and give me no offence, you may depend upon it, I will
take their loss into consideration and adjust matters to their
satisfaction. S o
_ You know how difficult it is to prevent soldiers from
plundering in war ; therefore, if you will, on your part relinquish
somethings of the damages you have sustained by being pillaged
by my army, I will endeavour to give you satisfaction even’in that
- particular in order to gain your friendship and preserve a good
understanding for the future with your nation.

Your are a Christian and know how much preferable it is to -
accommodate a dispute, then to keep it alive : but if you are
determined to sacrifice the interest of your Company and the
good of private merchants to your inclination for war, it is on fault
of mine. To prevent the fatal consequence of such a ruinous war, 1
write this letter. (Ive's Journal) )
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I am fully convinced that Nabab's letter was only to assume us
in order to cover his retreat and gain time till he is reinforced,
which may be attended with very fatal consequences. For my own
part, I was of opinion that attacking his rear when he was
marching off and forcing him to abandon his cannon, was a most
necessary piece of service to bring him to an accommodation ; for
till he is well-thrashed don't sir flatter yourself he will be inclined
for peace. Let us therefore not be overreached by his politics but
make use of our arms which will be much more prevalent than
any treaties or negotiations.
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Do but reflect gentlemen, what will be the opinion of the
world of these our late proceedings. Did we not in consequence or
a letter received from the Governor and Council of Chandannagar
making offers of a neutrality within the Ganges, in a manner
accede to it by desiring they would send deputies ‘and that we
would gladly come into such a neurtality with them and have we
not since their arrival drawn out Articles that were satisfactory to
both parties and agreed that each Article should be reciprocally
signed, sealed and sworn to? What will the Nabab think? After the
promises made him on our side and after his consenting to
guarantee this neutrality, he and all the world will certainly think
that we are men of a trifling, insignificant disposition or that we
are men without principles. It is, therefore, incumbent on us to
exculpate ourselves by declaring the real truth, that we were
entirely ignorant of Mr. Watson's intentions to refuse the
neutrality in the manner proposed and settled by us and that we
always’ thought him of contrary opinion to what his letter declare.
I am persuaded these must be the sentiments of the gentlemen of
the committee or they never would have gone such lengths as
must expose them to the censure of all reasonable men. (Select
Committee Proceeding. 4 March, 1757)
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I have written before and now repeat that if the English Company

“want to establish their trade do n6t write me. what is not

comfortable to- our agreement by the instigation‘of self-intérested
and designing' men who want to break the peae betweer us. If
you ‘are not disposed to come to a ruptire with me you have my
agreement under my hand and-seal, when write, -look ‘upon that
and write accordingty.

http://islaminonesite.wordpress.com



SFEA TOj AT ae

Tdfie FIEH ENFR TreEaE B @s T, A X IR (S G
Bt 2R #feTe Ay B ware? v 1 A wiw A vz A %
R &G A AT, S AR WWF AFRCANE @ ¥R Breeg a1
«\mchéﬂﬁﬁaﬂﬁwwmmm S
o
ﬁsﬁmmmi\mnmmmmmwmmw
FARTRCE SIS FACT | 47T AT IR SRS et
CTET | A, CwIee, vatd fof wartion g (et veice Wi- @g o
wﬁmwﬁmﬁw mmwzﬁrcmmmmﬁm‘w
ffTﬁ?{n
amemi\mwmmmwaamcﬂanmmmﬁm
Frarewiag 76 @ faeem- mmmmmmmlm
%wqwmmmlmﬁmm
T W TN GO Aeree 9w g8 TE A 1w AR
FfFRETE G SR | AR e T st @
’WWWWE’Q@HWWWIWWW
BLATT AT IS A
ﬂmmwﬁmﬁmmmw«z@e@ﬁwﬁﬁzﬂm

Let me again repeat:to you I have no other views than that of
peace. The gathering together of richers is. what I despise."
(Watson's Letter)
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25th Ramzan (13th of June, 1757)
According to my promises and the agreement made between us, I
have duly rendered everything to Mr. Watts except very small
remainder and that almost settled Manikchand's affair. Not
withstanding all this Mr. Watts and the rest of the Council of the
factory at the Cassimbazar, under pretence of giving to take the air
in their gardens, fled away in the night. This is an evident mark of
deceit and of an intention to break the treaty. I am convinced it
could not have happened without your knowledge or without your
advice. I all along expected something of this kind and for that
reason 1 would not recall my forces from Plassey, expecting some
treachery.
I praise God that the breach of the treaty has not been on my
part. God and his Prophet have been _witnesses to the contract
made between us and whoever first dev1ates from it will bring
upon themselves the punishment due to their actions.
(Ive's Journal)
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I Colonel Clive, Sabut Jung Bahadur, Commander of ,tﬁc Ehglish
Land-Forces in Bengal do solemnly declare in presence of God
and our saviour, that there is peace between the Nabab Seerajah
Dowla and the English. They, the English will inviolably adhere to
the Articles of the Treaty made with the Nabab. That as long as he
shall observe his agreement the English will always look upon his

enemies as their enemies and whenever called upon will grant him
all the assistance in their power. — 12 February, 1757".

‘ (Treaties, Engagements and Sunnuds— Vol. 1. 10)
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